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July 23, 2016 

 
Dear Mayor and Councilors, 

 

We write to you today to express our strong opposition to Councilor Reg Rankin’s multi-part motion put forward 

at the July 19 meeting of HRM Council and scheduled for debate July 26 regarding the Blue Mountain Birch 

Cove Lakes Regional Park. It is seriously premature and inappropriate to ask Council to pass any motions until 

the staff reports responding to the flawed Facilitator’s Report and the subsequent written Public Comments are 

received and properly reviewed by all Councilors. While we support holding meaningful public consultations on 

the development of the Blue Mountain Birch Cove Lakes Regional Park at the appropriate time, we firmly 

oppose the other elements in Councilor Rankins detailed, multi-part motion. Specifically: 

 

1. We strongly oppose his proposal to switch the long-established and publicly supported boundary (Map 

13 from the Regional Plan) with a brand new park boundary no one has ever seen before (the 

mysterious Map 3A) as the default boundary. The city should not agree to compromise on its 

commitment to establish the Blue Mountain Birch Cove Lakes Regional Park as a first step in 

consultations. The public expects Regional Council to remain committed to establishing the park as 

identified in the Regional Plan for the last ten years.   

 

2. Regional Council should absolutely not agree to any secondary planning of any of the lands either 

inside or outside the proposed park boundary until after the parkland issue has been settled. According 

to the 25-year Regional Plan of 2006, those lands in the Urban Reserve zone are not to be considered for 

development until at least 2031 if ever.  There should be no secondary planning granted for any lands in 

the Urban Reserve zone.  

 

3. We see no need for staff to make comment on the amount of necessary parkland nor locking the city 

into an arbitrary 2 year timeframe. The lands required for the Regional Park were established in the 2006 

Regional Plan and were reconfirmed in RP+5. The boundary was set using an award-winning EDM study 

based on sound ecological and parking planning principles. That is the appropriate boundary and 

should not be abandoned.  

 

We do support the City eventually going to the public for consultations on developing the BMBCL Regional Park 

and believe strongly that the City should do so in as transparent a manner as possible, with all information, 

proposed maps and financial estimates on the table for all to see. We will welcome a motion calling for such 

consultations to take place, but the appropriate time to have these consultations is after HRM staff has 

presented their reports on the facilitator’s report and public responses to Council and all relevant information 

has been provided to the public - not before. We therefore urge you to vote against Councilor Rankin’s 

premature and inappropriate motion. 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this important matter. 

 
Sincerely yours 

 

 
 
Raymond Plourde 

Wilderness Coordinator 
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